Origin of left coronary artery from right pulmonary artery co-existing with coarctation of the aorta.
We report 2 infants with the unusual combination of origin of the left coronary artery from the right pulmonary artery as well as coarctation of the aorta. In the first case congestive cardiac failure persisted despite satisfactory repair of the coarctation. Further investigation revealed the anomalous origin of the left coronary artery. Corrective surgery, 24 days later was unsuccessful. When an identical diagnosis was made in the second child, it was decided, at a single operation, to combine correction of the coarctation together with re-implantation of the anomalous left coronary artery into ascending aorta. This patient has survived, and to our knowledge is the first such case with this outcome. The haemodynamic reasons for this approach are discussed.